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Hello, November!

Calling All Fall Enthusiasts!

We are truly lucky to experience such beautiful
seasons in Michigan, perfect for activities like
fishing, camping, hunting, and so much more!
As we transition from the joys of summer, we
- welcome the vibrant autumn leaves and eagerly
O anticipate the colder months ahead, along with
the exciting events lined up at the club. Please
" be sure you are subscribed to E-Blasts!

8 Upcoming Events

‘M Desert Angels Packing Event: Oct. 29" 5p-7p
Clubhouse

Hunter’s Sight-In: Oct. 31 - Nov 1% | Nov 7 & 8th
Outdoor Range

Conservation Meeting: Nov. 10" 7pm - 8:30pm
Clubhouse

Kitchen Hours Sat & Sun 12-4:45pm

Kitchen Hours Tues-Thurs Noon-9pm

Bar Hours Tues - Thurs Noon - 10pm

Friday Bar/Kitchen open Noon-8:45pm

Every Friday Fish Fry

No Carryout after 5pm

*Hours subject to change, depending on events or holidays
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President’s

Corner
Michael Graham

Happy Fall! Leaf piles! Apple cider! Pumpkins! Ghosts & goblins! Then comes Turkey Day (Thanksgiving)! Family
gatherings! The Lions! Soon... the holiday season (Christmas music everywhere you go...). Enjoy the last days of
2026 and celebrate the season! I want to turn my attention to a critical matter that directly affects the current and
long-term operation of Oakland County Sportsmen’s Club, and this is it...

Special Assessment

Notice of a vote on a special assessment — given under Article VI, Section 5, a, 4 of the OCSC Constitution and
Bylaws. The Executive Board and the Board of Directors have reviewed the current and long-term financial health
of the Club. The current fee structure, which is the Club's primary source of revenue, has been unchanged for
several years. In that same period, the cost of nearly everything OCSC needs to operate has risen sharply —
property taxes, electricity, natural gas, food products, paper products, alcohol, diesel fuel, garbage removal, snow
removal, and general maintenance and upkeep of the buildings and grounds.

Nothing that this Club purchases and uses costs less than it has in the past. Membership revenue is no longer
keeping pace. As of September, the Club is approximately $100,000 in the negative for the year, and we expect to
finish the year that way.

The Finance Committee has recommended, and both the OCSC Executive Board and the OCSC Board of Directors
have approved, the adoption and implementation of a one-time special assessment of $50 for the following
classes of membership: Regular, Senior, and Life.

Very important... this is a one-time assessment. It is not an increase in annual dues.

If adopted, the special assessment will be payable to OCSC from November 1 through November 30, 2026. Any
assessment unpaid by Tuesday, December 1, 2026, will be added to the member's 2027 annual dues.

The EB and the BoD of OCSC have discussed “what needs to be done.” The OCSC Finance Committee, led by the
OCSC Treasurer, Chris Collins, has recommended this action after careful review and consideration. This special
assessment is necessary to help correct the financial missteps of prior leadership and OCSC club management.

No one is pointing fingers... there’s nothing to gain by doing so... but it’s very clear to the current OCSC leadership
team that the existing financial model is not working to the club’s advantage.

Another way of looking at the assessment is to think of the $50 over 12 months... $50 becomes $4.17 per month
(S50 /12 months) OR $0.14 per day (S50 / 365 days). When viewed this way, $50 is, I would argue, not a huge
burden to anyone. This assessment is, in my mind and in my heart, necessary to prevent putting this club,
unintentionally, in a financial “bad place.” Perpetuating a problem of this magnitude (~ -$100K) is a very
unhealthy, unwise thing to do.

I hope that each of you as members-in-good-standing see the need, understand the simple issue, and
wholeheartedly support the recommendation of the Finance Committee and the approvals given by the EB and the
BoD.

Before I go, please remember that OCSC is truly a volunteer organization... the club relies on members
VOLUNTEERING your time. Get involved with the club and all that the club has to offer! You’ll have fun working
alongside your fellow members, and you get work hours that will reduce your annual membership dues.

I'll see you around the club!
Michael Graham




Oakland County Sportsmen’s Club
September 2026
General Membership Meeting
Executive Summary

Financial Overview

Year to date through August 31: Revenue totaled $1,079,401 and expenses $1,044,062, for operating revenue of
$35,338. After $89,083 in capital improvements, net revenue was ($53,744).

Year-end projection and cash: An operating deficit of $11,559 and a total net revenue deficit of $100,641 are
projected. PNC held $79,080; Charles Schwab held $138,846.

2027 budget and reporting: Board review is planned for October, approval in November, and implementation
January 1. Treasurer Chris Collins will report monthly and meet regularly with sub-club treasurers.

Major Club News

Membership and governance: Thirteen new members were introduced. Matt Martinec resigned from the Board
effective September 25 to serve as Parliamentarian, leaving an open board seat. The required 75-member
quorum was not met.

Member reminders: Observe the 15 mph speed limit. Unauthorized accessible-parking use may result in towing
and charges. Members were asked to clear tables after meetings.

Scouting and conservation: Troop 185 shared an update, including girls participating under the same standards;
0CSC is one of two chartered partners. Dave Budnik plans a conservation organizations meeting November 10,
7:00-8:30 p.m.

Facilities and Safety

Hunting safety: Cell service may be unavailable in the woods. Before leaving, tell someone where you are going,
when you expect to return, and your license number.

Club concerns: Contact Club Manager Paul Biediger about food or facility issues.

Program and Event Highlights

Archery: Flint and women’s leagues are underway; township instruction began October 7. JOAD meets Sundays,
followed by the indoor Northern Regional. The Senior Olympics shoot is March 7, 2027.

Shotgun and DR Wilson: Public fall leagues are open; Steak and Shoot is October 15. 0CSC hosted more than 60
troopers for a Michigan State Police memorial shoot. Steel Challenge received USPSA Area 5 Club of the Year;
bowling pin season began October 4, and IDPA’s next shoot has a Halloween theme.

Muzzleloaders and events: The 40th Rendezvous was a success; the next meeting is October 7. Trunk or Treat is
October 24, noon-2:00 p.m.; volunteers are needed.




Oakland County Sportsmen’s Club
October 12, 2026
Board of Directors Meeting
Executive Summary

Financial Overview

September activity: Revenue was $78,170 and expenses $111,708, resulting in a $33,538 operating loss. An additional
$4,500 collected at DR Wilson had not yet been added to September totals.

January-September: Revenue was $1,158,902 and expenses $1,157,324. The minutes report operating revenue of
$1,587, while the listed totals calculate to $1,578. After $89,083 for the archery parking lot, the reported net loss was
$87,505. PNC held $44,172 and Charles Schwab $133,187.

Year-end outlook: The projected net loss is $100,642. A spending freeze remains in effect through year-end as financial
categories and reporting are improved.

Major Club News

Board and sub-club status: Steve Mets resigned from the Board. WHRRI and MMRA are no longer represented after the
Board’s 11-1 vote to rescind their sub-club status for constitutional compliance; either may return after meeting the
requirements. The Constitution and Bylaws Committee met.

Membership: Nine new applicants were approved. The Club Manager was asked to include applicants’ interests on
ballots. Chris Collins organized Wednesday shooting for the Sunrise Networking Group, which includes several
candidates.

Facilities and Safety

Range work: Repairs to the 100-yard range and its baffles are planned, with a work party to be announced. Track-loader
training is being arranged, and fall cleanup will be coordinated with the Scouts.

Ladies Adventure Day: The May 22, 2027 event was approved with closures from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. for indoor
archery, the DR Wilson 50-yard range, skeet, muzzleloaders, the indoor range, and the main banquet room, lobby, and
patio. Approved support includes a one-year membership giveaway, a waiver of the application administration fee
through 30 days after the event, and up to $4,000 for food and beverages. No spending may begin before February 21,
2027.

Program and Event Highlights

Archery: Flint league meets Tuesdays, women’s league Thursdays, and township instruction Wednesdays. Tuesday
morning work bees continue.

DR Wilson: Steel Challenge has generated more than $19,000 this year. Outdoor USPSA matches have ended; the IDPA
Halloween match is upcoming. Michigan State Police completed its latest training segment, including a memorial match
with more than 50 troopers from across Michigan.

Shotgun: Fall league participation is low. The club is exploring a school-based youth league for grades 6-12, with a $40
fee covering insurance.




PARLIAMENTARIAN'S CORNER

Making your voice heard at a General Membership meeting

You do not need to be an expert in the rules to take part in a meeting. You just need to know how to be heard, how to suggest
something, and how to vote. The rules exist so everybody gets a fair shot at all three.

My job as Parliamentarian is to help explain them. | advise the person running the meeting, called the chair, and the chair makes the
ruling. | do not make motions and | do not vote on open questions.

Getting something in front of the membership
Say you think the indoor range needs better lighting. How do you get the Club to look at it?
Raise your hand and wait for the chair to call on you. That gives you a turn without three people talking at once.

Then tell the meeting what you want the Club to do. Something like: “I move that the Club get quotes for better indoor range
lighting.” That is a motion. It gives everyone a clear proposal to discuss and vote on. Notice you are asking for quotes, not for
permission to buy lights — keep a motion to one thing at a time.

Another member needs to say “second.” That only means they think the room should take it up. It does not mean they want to buy lights.
If nobody seconds it, it usually goes no further. That is not a judgment on your idea. It means no one else wanted it taken up right then.

The chair states the motion and opens it for discussion. Members can ask questions, raise concerns, or speak in favor. Keep your
comments on the proposal rather than the person who made it, and address the chair instead of the room. Wait your turn even when you
strongly disagree. When discussion is finished, the chair calls for the vote.

What approving the minutes actually means
Here is where a lot of confusion comes in.

Minutes are the written record of what happened at a Board of Directors meeting. Approving them means agreeing the record
is accurate. That is all it means.

Say the Board voted to get lighting quotes. The minutes should show that decision correctly. Approving those minutes is not voting again
on the guotes. You can disagree with a decision and still agree the minutes got it right. Those are two different things.

When the chair asks for corrections, speak up if something is wrong. If the minutes say “buy lights” when the Board actually voted to “get
guotes,” that is exactly what a correction is for.

A separate vote to approve the minutes is generally unnecessary. The chair asks for corrections, handles any that come up, and
announces that the minutes stand approved.

One thing worth saying plainly. The Directors who were actually in the room are the ones best placed to verify that record.
Putting Board minutes on the General Membership agenda has caused some confusion over the years, and it is being looked
at.

What if the record is right and you still disagree?

Then you are not looking to correct the minutes. You are looking to act on the decision itself, and that happens under New
Business.

Our Constitution gives the membership a way to reject a decision of the Board of Directors. The Board's decision stands unless the
membership rejects it.

When the chair reaches New Business, raise your hand and wait to be recognized. Say which Board decision you are talking
about and explain your concern. Then make the motion — something like: “I move that the membership reject the Board's
decision to get lighting quotes.”

Raising a concern starts a conversation. A motion gives the membership something specific to vote on. Saying you disagree, by itself,
does not change anything.

Any member in good standing can make that motion. It needs a second, then discussion, then a vote. Enough members have to be
present for the meeting to conduct business — that number is seventy-five, and it is called a quorum. If a simple majority votes to reject,
the matter goes back to the Board.

From there the Board can revise its proposal. A revised proposal counts as a new motion and needs a simple majority. If the
Board sends back the same proposal unchanged, the bar goes up: it then takes a two-thirds vote of the membership. That
difference is the membership's leverage.

You have already seen this work

The skid steer purchase is the example. The membership sent the Board's first approval back. The Board listened, revised the proposal,
and brought it to the next General Membership meeting. No member moved to reject the revised version, so it stood.

Members spoke up, the Board responded, and the final decision was shaped by both. That is the system working the way it
was built to work.

You do not have to learn every rule to take part. Raise your hand, wait your turn, and say plainly what you want the Club to do. If a step
is unclear, ask — questions are welcome and nobody will think less of you for asking.

If you have a question about Robert's Rules or any of our governing documents, come find me at a meeting. You can also leave your
name and number at the Club office and ask that it be passed along, and | will get back to you.

Matt Martinec
Parliamentarian, Oakland County Sportsmen's Club

Questions about the rules? Catch me at a meeting, or leave your name and number at the Club office and | will follow up.



The Conservation Corner
November, 2026

The Double-Crested Cormorant is a dark colored, medium-sized waterbird found throughout North America.
Cormorants of other types are found throughout the world. Many people say they look somewhat prehistoric.
You often see them perched in trees or on boat docks with their wings spread wide to dry them. Areas with
the some of the highest population densities of cormorants are on our Great Lakes and Lake St. Clair. A bit of a
fight has been underway recently regarding cormorants on Dog Island just off of Lake St. Clair Metropark.

Cormorants nest in colonies and that can mean hundreds of birds
nesting in a relatively small area. Their droppings are highly acidic
and kill vegetation around the breeding colonies, and even the
trees in which they are nesting. Cormorants eat about one pound
of fish per day. A population of thousands living and feeding in one
area can affect fish populations in that area. The true impact to
sport fisheries is probably not known to a precise level of detail,
but it doesn’t seem too far-fetched to think they can have an
impact. The flip side of that coin is that Lake St. Clair remains one
of the world’s preeminent fisheries for walleye, perch, smallmouth
bass, and many other highly sought after gamefish. So is the cormorant population affecting fish populations
or not? Many homeowners complain about the “nuisance” caused by cormorants. There is the smell, the
“unsightly” dead trees and vegetation, and even the noise they make. Over the past few months, people near
Lake St. Clair have begun to organize around the issue in an attempt to take action. Protesters have been
showing up at viewing sites with signs primarily in oppaosition to lethal controls to reduce the population.

One issue with population reduction is that cormorants are a migratory species and as such, protected by the
Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA). This the same treaty under which allowable take is determined each year for
our waterfowl hunting seasons. Control of cormorant populations falls under the auspices of the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service. It is not at all uncommon for USFWS to issue cormorant control permits, but keeping with the
spirit of MBTA, it is an arduous process to get a permit and legitimate rationale with rigorous study must occur
to get a permit. Recent legislation in the U.S. congress has been proposed to make it easier for state agencies
to issue permits without the involvement of USFWS. The legislation, introduced by a Michigan congressman,
received unanimous support in committee. A vote of the full house is pending.

| find this an interesting conservation dilemma and frankly, | don't have a strong opinion on one side or the
other. The thing that makes decision-making on this issue easier is that populations of cormorants are very
healthy. That means getting rid of the small population on Dog Island won't hurt the overall population at all.
On the other hand, those cormorants are just doing what they've done for millennia. They'll just leave and
nest elsewhere, maybe in your backyard! What do you think? Please let me know.

Conservation organization affiliations - Please join us at the club on Tuesday, November 10, 2026, at 7pm
when will discuss potential affiliations between OCSC and various conservation organizations.

And if you're reading this before November 3“, don’t forget to vote!

Dave Budnick - Director, Conservation Advocacy, Oakland County Sportsmen’s Club
(248) 978-3454 davebudnick@comcast.net davebudnick.com




Archery Club News — October / November 2026

Things are fairly quiet in our archery range this time of year. Currently,
we have the Flint League shooting on Tuesdays and the Women's
NFAA League shooting on Thursdays, along with the instructional
archery on Wednesdays. Our date for the wall rebuild has changed as
we are installing a new target wall system. Tear down of the old wall is
scheduled for Friday, November 6th, at 6 PM. We will then install the
new wall on November 7th and 8th starting at 8 AM. This new material,
we believe, will outlast the previous materials we have used in the
past.

In December, we will host the North American Regional shoot in our
indoor range. That shoot is scheduled for December 5th and 6th. After
Christmas and the New Year, we become very active with leagues
happening almost every day of the week. Please check our calendar
for those leagues. We offer morning leagues and evening leagues. If
you are interested in shooting any of those leagues, be sure to attend
the first night as leagues fill up quickly.

Our next archery meeting is November 18th at 7 PM, and we would
love to have anyone attend who is interested. If you are out and about
hunting and enjoying the great outdoors, just be safe while doing so.

Thank you,
Ron Gerchow
Archery Club President



Hunter’s Sight-In
Open to the Public!

Sight-In your equipment BEFORE heading into the field!
October 31* & November 1 November 7" & 8™
Where: The 0.C.S.C.OutdoorRange When: Saturday & Sunday 10 AM - 4 PM

4770 Waterford Road Clarkston, Ml 48346 Range Safety Officers on duty.

Cost: Members, Guests, & General Public: FREE!

We’re waiving the usual range Guest Fee this year to encourage people to
come and see our new 100-Yard Range.
(Signed Liability Waiver required by Guests or Public)

Typical Equipment: Hunting rifles and Slug Shotguns (No birdshot)
Required: Eye and hearing protection.

Come and try out our NEW 100 Yard Range!!




OAKLAND COUNTY SPORTSMEN'S CLUB

FALL / WINTER
BOWLING-PIN SHOOTS

.22 caliber « half-pins ¢ open to the public

SUNDAYS « 6 PM TO APPROX. 9 PM

OCT 4 - DEC 20, 2026 FEB 21 - MAY 23, 2027
No shoot Nov 29 No shoot Mar 28

WHERE & COST THE COURSE OF FIRE

OCSC Range House Clear the pins from the table as quickly as possible at 21
4770 Waterford Road feet.

Clarkston. Ml 48346 o 6 tables per shooter per set; typically 2-3 sets per night.

e Up to 5-6 shooters on the line.

$10 members ¢ $15 non-members s The longest table time is dropped; the other five are

averaged.
EQUIPMENT & SAFETY o Each table has a 15-second maximum, cleared or not.
A fun shoot for .22 LR pistols. Magazine-fed .22 LR rifles ¢ Pins must leave the table; they need not reach the floor.
are also allowed. « Start at low ready and shoot on the buzzer.
Typical choices include Ruger Mark I-1V / 22/45, e No magazine changes; clearing jams is allowed.
Hi-Standard or similar pistols, and .22 revolvers.
Red-dot or iron sights.
Eye and hearing protection required.
RANGE SAFETY VIDEO youtube.com/watch?v=RFV83loWBio

Watch through the credits; the pin-shoot demonstration starts around 14:30.



Do You Hear the Geese Calling?

A poem by Robert V. Bauer, Jr.

- November 14, 2016

Do you hear geese calling,
Outside, beyond your door?
They're down gliding on the lake,
As so oft they have before.

Echoing ‘round the tombstones,
Off columbarium walls.
Muffled by the grassy sward,
But, louder in these halls.

They came to pay you homage
When we laid you to your rest,
Circling the chapel... calling.
Meaning more than any jets.

Another honor guard it seemed,
Upon the lake to land.
Nature in formation,

As if it all were planned.

Rifles fired, flag now folded,
We finished with our words
Before away to your last home,
In niche to be interred.

Now time has passed, and here at last
Your partner’s at your side.
I visit every now and then,
A few moments to abide.

I stop to see your neighbors,
Each tells a different story.
Brief notes etched upon the stones
Of family, service, or glory.

Do you hear geese calling,
“It’s now the time to go.
The air is chilled, this autumn day.
Summer’s leaves fall like the snow.”

The treetops flaming, red-golden crowns,
With the day’s last light,
As the sun sinks slowly down,
Preparing for their flight.

And the moon, so nearly full,
Rising in the East
Cold silver-white on light breasts glows
As feathered wings now beat.

Do you hear them calling,
“Are you coming with us, friend?
To float upon the highest winds,

And leave cold stone behind?”

“To the lands of waters warm,
Of sun and waving grasses.
A place of comrades, family, joy...
Until Death’s Winter passes.”

Now, rising in the crisp, cool air,
Out from shadow into sun,
Catch last day’s rays, and briefly blaze,
A new journey has begun.

Faintly whistling, dark tipped wings,
Growing smaller and less bright.
To fade into the distance,

With the coming of the night.

Do you hear the geese calling?

IN MEMORY - GREAT LAKES NATIONAL CEMETERY



The Story Behind the Poem

Robert V. Bauer, Jr. - November 2016

A November visit

Great Lakes National
Cemetery - Holly, Michigan

Saturday, November 12th, I visited the Great Lakes National Cemetery in Holly, Michigan, in the late afternoon.
My parents, Dad, a Marine Staff Sergeant, and Mom, an Army Lieutenant, are interred there side by side in
Columbarium B. It's a beautiful setting, and highly appropriate, at the end of the large lake where it turns to a
wooded swamp. The perfect habitat for wildlife, including the waterfowl and other gamebirds that were my
father’s calling. It was my father who first figured out why the standard artificial incubators didn’t work with
many species, and how to alter the process, allowing him and his colleagues to bring back many waterfowl
populations that were rapidly declining, and others that were nearly extinct.

When Dad passed, we held two services. One in Florida where my parents lived and Dad had joined the Marine
Corps League, providing Honors Service to other passing veterans. The memorial service was huge, including an
aircraft flyover, with his League and other veteran friends, and the many, many friends he’d made in the
retirement village.

The interment service in Holly was a little smaller, filling the pavilion with friends and family from across the
country. Another service with full military honors, though this time no aircraft flyover was scheduled. But, just as
the service was about to begin, a flock of Canadian geese arrived, calling, to circle the pavilion, and then land on
the lake right in front of us. It was a goose-bump raising event for those of us that understood just how special
and appropriate this was for Dad’s service. With the geese now quiet and lined up on the water, we continued
with our merely human ceremony.

On this November day, my visit planned to avoid the Veterans Day crowds of the day before; the cemetery was
nearly deserted except for an unusually large number of geese, spread out on the lake in several flocks. One flock
was in the swamp in front of the columbarium, feeding among the fallen tree trunks and stumps, with the
occasional call echoing in the alcoves. I wandered through some of the other sections, and among the stones in
the nearby memorial garden, sat on a bench overlooking the lake in contemplation, occasionally returning to my
parents’ niches. The sun was sinking down into a red-orange sunset, the columbarium hillside throwing the lower
swamp and near-side of the lake into shadow, but with a glow from a huge now-risen nearly full moon on the
waters.

The nearby geese, taking their cue from the setting sun, started calling to each other, and then launched into the
air, straight over the columbarium, close enough to hear their whistling wings, flashing with the light as they
climbed up out of the shadows, and disappeared into the South-West. It was one of those magical moments.

Noticing the new chill in the air, I got back into my car and drove on around up the hill, where most of the
cemetery was still in sunlight, my thoughts waxing lyrical as I traveled on out to I-75 and headed South for home.

ROBERT V. BAUER, JR. - 11/14/2016
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to get that extra edge..
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	Hello, November!
	Calling All Fall Enthusiasts!
	We are truly lucky to experience such beautiful seasons in Michigan, perfect for activities like fishing, camping, hunting, and so much more! As we transition from the joys of summer, we welcome the vibrant autumn leaves and eagerly anticipate the colder months ahead, along with the exciting events lined up at the club. Please be sure you are subscribed to E-Blasts!

	Upcoming Events
	Desert Angels Packing Event: Oct. 29th 5p-7p
	Hunter’s Sight-In: Oct. 31st - Nov 1st | Nov 7th & 8th
	Conservation Meeting: Nov. 10th 7pm - 8:30pm
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	Hunter’s Sight-In
	Open to the Public!
	Sight-In your equipment BEFORE heading into the field!
	October 31st & November 1st November 7th & 8th
	Where:
	The O.C.S.C.OutdoorRange
	4770 Waterford Road Clarkston, MI 48346

	When:
	Saturday & Sunday 10 AM - 4 PM
	Range Safety Oﬃcers on duty.

	Cost: Members, Guests, & General Public: FREE!
	We’re waiving the usual range Guest Fee this year to encourage people to come and see our new 100-Yard Range.

	Typical Equipment:
	Hunting rifles and Slug Shotguns (No birdshot)

	Required:
	Eye and hearing protection.
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